Угода про Асоціацію між Україною та Європейським Союзом
EU/UKRAINE: Kiev Summit (4 December) may mark beginning of final phase of negotiations for Association Agreement
 
Brussels, 28/09/2009 (Agence Europe) - The EU troïka, led by Carl Bildt, and the Ukrainian Foreign Minister, Volodymyr Khandohiy, were able to take a satisfactory look at the interim results of negotiations underway for an EU/Ukraine association agreement, at a meeting on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly on 25 September. The talks, which began in 2007, have made substantial progress at all levels and further progress is scheduled for the coming weeks, diplomats from both parties explained. The objective is to make the maximum amount of progress on all dossiers ahead of the EU/Ukraine Summit to be held in Kiev on 4 December. If this progress is substantial enough, this meeting may mark the beginning of the final phase of negotiations. The talks are practically already concluded on the political and justice and home affairs planks. The work on sectorial cooperation has also come a very long way. Negotiations on the conclusion of a "comprehensive and deep free-trade area", together with broad regulatory convergence on part of Ukraine towards European standards, are also an integral part of the association agreement. These are trickier and are still taking time. How much time? Certain European sources believe that it is "realistic" to envisage talks ending "towards the end of 2010" but the official line, on the part of both the EU and the Ukraine, is not to adopt any official line as to the timetable. "Negotiations will take the time they need. Quality is more important than calendar", stressed the Deputy Head of Mission of the Ukraine's mission to the EU, Vasyl Filipchuk. This was confirmed by an EU diplomat close to the dossier in question. "For the time being, negotiations are moving forward as quickly as possible. We hope to continue, but there is no point in setting artificial deadlines", he said.

Accession. Ukraine's strategic objective is to join the Union one day. Kiev therefore hopes that its ambition is reflected in the preamble to the association agreement- preferably by describing Ukraine as a "European state" which, by virtue of article 49 Treaty, is entitled to make an application one day, said Mr Filipchuk. Divided over this delicate issue (EUROPE 9708), the 27 are not prepared to go quite so far. The EU is sticking to the joint declaration approved at the Paris Summit of September 2008, in which the Presidents of both sides recognize that Ukraine, "a European country, shares a joint history and joint values with the countries of the EU". The association agreement by no means prejudges the future of bilateral relations, but "will leave the door open for additional progressive development", the Paris summit stressed. It appears unlikely, therefore, that Kiev will win this point.

Association agenda. On the other hand, Ukraine has already gained satisfaction regarding its request to replace the "action plan" of the European neighbourhood policy (ENP) with an "Association Agenda", which is more ambitious and focuses more on the implementation of the future association agreement. The agenda should even anticipate the application of the future association agreement, once it is signed, pending the end of the ratification procedure, which can be very long. In New York, the EU troïka indicated that the association agenda, which was adopted by the Cooperation Council in June of this year, is likely to be formally approved by the "External Relations" Council 26 October.

Ukraine is no longer a member of the ENP. Moving from the "action plan" of the ENP to the "association agenda" to also be considered as Ukraine's withdrawal from the European neighbourhood policy, Mr Filipchuk explained. "We, as a country with EU aspirations, we were never concerned by the ENP. Ukraine is not a neighbour of the EU. It is part of it", the Ukrainian diplomat stressed. The Eastern Partnership, on the other hand, is a useful and beneficial initiative in which Ukraine participates actively, Mr Filipchuk explained. 
